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Hinterland, 3254 Walnut St. 720-309-1764 or hinterlandartspace.com. No location in RiNo has a rougher feel than
this time-worn structure, with its nondescript exterior and raw interior spaces. A studio adjoins a small, garage-
door gallery, where a solo exhibition by Allie Pohl is on view. (Reza A. Marvashti , The Denver Post )

The Blue Silo Building, a 92-year-old former creamery converted into a warren of 15 studios of assorted
sizes and configurations, epitomizes the rough-and-ready spirit of the River North Arts District.

The well-worn structure, tucked behind the National Western Stock Show complex near East 47th Avenue,

was renovated only so far. Peeling white paint on the brick walls and the venerable wooden ceilings were

left untouched.

It's enticingly raw and gritty — just the kind of unpolished, hidden-away space that many artists crave.

"| feel like | need a little grit. | don't like things too pristine,” said painter Brenda Stumpf, who instantly fell in
love with her 16-foot-tall corner studio lined with tall windows.

businesses.

http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298

More than geography, it is this edgy, unrefined quality that ties together
Denver's newest and fastest-growing art district, which boasts a
membership of 140 artists and designers and more than 50 creative

"l get one to two people inquiring about membership at least once a
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Dry Ice Factory, Considerable care

was taken with the elaborate
renovation of this former industrial
building. It includes 10 ceramic
studios, 20 general-purpose art
studios (artist Karen Roehl is shown
in hers) and the 2,600-square-foot
Ice Cube Gallery, a recently opened
cooperative space. (3300 Walnut St.
Dryicefactory.org. Kathryn Scott Osler,
The Denver Post )
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week," said artist Tracy Weil, one of the area's two co-founders.

Unlike the city's other principal art districts, which run along a street or
are contained in a distinct neighborhood, such as the Golden Triangle,
RiNo sprawls across an area northeast of downtown.

Weil and artist and illustrator Jill Hadley Hooper are quick to admit that
they simply cobbled together the district's uneven shape, wrapping it
around the eight original members, including TAXI and Ironton Studios
and Gallery, on opposite sides of the South Platte River, and Plus
Gallery, then at Lawrence Street and Broadway.

"We wanted it to be shaped like a rhino, but it wouldn't quite work," Weil
said with a laugh.

Also setting apart the area is its predominance of studios. Unlike the

city's other art districts, which are made up primarily of galleries, RiNo's 12 display spaces are outnumbered
nearly 5-to-1 by studios occupied by a host of

creative types, ranging from furniture designers and metal fabricators to

painters and ceramicists.

Interaction encouraged

By virtue of their membership in RiNo, these artists are not only open to
the idea of visitors, but they also often encourage such interaction with
open houses, demonstrations and public showings in their studios.

In November 2005, Weil, owner of Weilworks, 3611 Chestnut Place, and

Ironton Studios and Gallery, 3636
Chestnut Place. 303-296-5583 or

Hooper, who has a studio at Ironton, were looking for a way to draw
more people to their artists neighborhood and struck on the idea of an

art district.

"It happened in one meeting," Hooper said. "We named it, looked at a
map and drew a circle. We called it RiNo and sent out a press release."

What

Redline, 2350 Arapahoe St. 303-296-
4448 or redlineart.org. This $2.5

million studio and exhibition space

opened in November 2008 with an
ambitious offering overseen by
German freelance curator Jenny
Schlenzka. On view through April 18
is "Lovelines," an international group
show organized by the owners of the
Robischon Gallery. (Kathryn Scott
Osler, The Denver Post )

backed up to loading docks still partially block streets sometimes.

Unlike the high-profile Art District on Santa Fe or LoDo, which offers a
host of bars, restaurants and other attractions, RiNo is for art lovers who
don't need well-kept sidewalks or many creature comforts.

irontonstudios.com. This converted
warehouse combines about a dozen
studios with one of the city's most
respected alternative galleries. Visible
outside is an old city bus being
transformed by JunoWorks into a
public sculpture by Donald Lipski.

(Kathryn Scott Osler, The Denver Post
immediately gave the marketing )

gambit legitimacy was a map that

Westword cartoonist Kenny Be

created soon thereafter, mocking the upsurge in Denver neighborhoods
tagged with acronymns.

The two co-founders later tweaked the district's original shape as
additional members came along, ultimately shifting its southern boundary
to Curtis Street to accommodate Redline, 2350 Arapahoe St., an
ambitious gallery and studio space that has become a key anchor.

The artistic archipelago's loose outlines, which Weil and Hooper don't
anticipate changing any further, stretch to Park Avenue West, Interstate
70 and the Union Pacific railroad tracks that run behind TAXI on the
northwest side of the South Platte River.

While some of the

area's buildings are new, most are
refitted, sometimes hard-to-find
industrial buildings scattered across
rugged neighborhoods, where trucks

http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298
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While appealing to some art fans, RiNo's relative isolation and rough EACH
character have unquestionably kept others away or at least made them 2-Pizza Minimum

hesitant about giving it a try Blue Silo Building, 4701 National
’ Western Drive. This 1918 structure

The Art District on Santa Fe often draws several thousand people for its  Within eyeshot of the National

Because the district is so spread out, it's not especially walkable. Some
of the buildings, such as Blue Silo, are not easy to find, and many have
irregular hours or are open only by appointment.

"We see it as a safari adventure," Weil said.

opening receptions and extended viewing hours on the first Friday of Western Stock Show complex, houses
each month, but RiNo usually can count on 300 to 500 people for such @ warren of 15 varied studios. Among
events the artists there is Brenda Stumpf,

who is readying a body of work for an
To help people get to know the area, RiNo holds periodic studio tours exhibition opening April 16 at Walker
(the next is set for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 19), kind of giant open Fine Art. (John Prieto, The Denver
houses, which have drawn as many as 1,000 visitors. Post. )

"We like to be who we are," Weil said. "And we like that we're spread
out and we like that the crowds aren't huge, because it just seems more approachable. It's not about the
free glass of wine. It's about the work."

Kyle MacMillan: 303-954-1675 or kmacmillan@denverpost.com

RiNo Essentials

What: The River North Art District contains a dozen art spaces, including Redline, Plinth Gallery and Plus
Gallery, as well as at least 100 artist and designer studios.

Where: Stretching across a broad swath northeast of downtown, its rough boundaries are Interstate 70,
Park Avenue South, Curtis Street and the Union Pacific railroad tracks north of the South Platte River.

When: Many RiNo locations remain open late on First Fridays, including this evening. Hours vary. In
addition, the district sponsors periodic studio tours, kind of giant houses that offer a good introduction to the
area. The next one is set for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 19.

Admission: Virtually all RiNo locations and events are free and open to the public.

Information: For a complete listing of RiNo members as well as a detailed map, visit rivernorthart.com.
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