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Gritty RiNo a safari for art lovers
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Hinterland, 3254 Walnut St. 720-309-1764 or hinterlandartspace.com. No location in RiNo has a rougher feel than
this time-worn structure, with its nondescript exterior and raw interior spaces. A studio adjoins a small, garage-
door gallery, where a solo exhibition by Allie Pohl is on view. (Reza A. Marvashti , The Denver Post )

The Blue Silo Building, a 92-year-old former creamery converted into a warren of 15 studios of assorted
sizes and configurations, epitomizes the rough-and-ready spirit of the River North Arts District.

The well-worn structure, tucked behind the National Western Stock Show complex near East 47th Avenue,
was renovated only so far. Peeling white paint on the brick walls and the venerable wooden ceilings were
left untouched.

It's enticingly raw and gritty — just the kind of unpolished, hidden-away space that many artists crave.

"I feel like I need a little grit. I don't like things too pristine," said painter Brenda Stumpf, who instantly fell in
love with her 16-foot-tall corner studio lined with tall windows.

More than geography, it is this edgy, unrefined quality that ties together
Denver's newest and fastest-growing art district, which boasts a
membership of 140 artists and designers and more than 50 creative
businesses.

"I get one to two people inquiring about membership at least once a
week," said artist Tracy Weil, one of the area's two co-founders.
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Dry Ice Factory, Considerable care

was taken with the elaborate

renovation of this former industrial

building. It includes 10 ceramic

studios, 20 general-purpose art

studios (artist Karen Roehl is shown

in hers) and the 2,600-square-foot

Ice Cube Gallery, a recently opened

cooperative space. (3300 Walnut St.

Dryicefactory.org. Kathryn Scott Osler,

The Denver Post )

Ironton Studios and Gallery, 3636

Chestnut Place. 303-296-5583 or

irontonstudios.com. This converted

warehouse combines about a dozen

studios with one of the city's most

respected alternative galleries. Visible

outside is an old city bus being

transformed by JunoWorks into a

public sculpture by Donald Lipski.

(Kathryn Scott Osler, The Denver Post

)

Redline, 2350 Arapahoe St. 303-296-

4448 or redlineart.org. This $2.5

million studio and exhibition space

opened in November 2008 with an

ambitious offering overseen by

German freelance curator Jenny

Schlenzka. On view through April 18

is "Lovelines," an international group

show organized by the owners of the

Robischon Gallery. (Kathryn Scott

Osler, The Denver Post )

POPULAR TALKERS EMAILED VOTED YEAR AGO

week," said artist Tracy Weil, one of the area's two co-founders.

Unlike the city's other principal art districts, which run along a street or
are contained in a distinct neighborhood, such as the Golden Triangle,
RiNo sprawls across an area northeast of downtown.

Weil and artist and illustrator Jill Hadley Hooper are quick to admit that
they simply cobbled together the district's uneven shape, wrapping it
around the eight original members, including TAXI and Ironton Studios
and Gallery, on opposite sides of the South Platte River, and Plus
Gallery, then at Lawrence Street and Broadway.

"We wanted it to be shaped like a rhino, but it wouldn't quite work," Weil
said with a laugh.

Also setting apart the area is its predominance of studios. Unlike the
city's other art districts, which are made up primarily of galleries, RiNo's 12 display spaces are outnumbered
nearly 5-to-1 by studios occupied by a host of

creative types, ranging from furniture designers and metal fabricators to
painters and ceramicists.

Interaction encouraged

By virtue of their membership in RiNo, these artists are not only open to
the idea of visitors, but they also often encourage such interaction with
open houses, demonstrations and public showings in their studios.

In November 2005, Weil, owner of Weilworks, 3611 Chestnut Place, and
Hooper, who has a studio at Ironton, were looking for a way to draw
more people to their artists neighborhood and struck on the idea of an
art district.

"It happened in one meeting," Hooper said. "We named it, looked at a
map and drew a circle. We called it RiNo and sent out a press release."

What

immediately gave the marketing
gambit legitimacy was a map that
Westword cartoonist Kenny Be
created soon thereafter, mocking the upsurge in Denver neighborhoods
tagged with acronymns.

The two co-founders later tweaked the district's original shape as
additional members came along, ultimately shifting its southern boundary
to Curtis Street to accommodate Redline, 2350 Arapahoe St., an
ambitious gallery and studio space that has become a key anchor.

The artistic archipelago's loose outlines, which Weil and Hooper don't
anticipate changing any further, stretch to Park Avenue West, Interstate
70 and the Union Pacific railroad tracks that run behind TAXI on the
northwest side of the South Platte River.

While some of the

area's buildings are new, most are
refitted, sometimes hard-to-find
industrial buildings scattered across
rugged neighborhoods, where trucks

backed up to loading docks still partially block streets sometimes.

Unlike the high-profile Art District on Santa Fe or LoDo, which offers a
host of bars, restaurants and other attractions, RiNo is for art lovers who
don't need well-kept sidewalks or many creature comforts.
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Blue Silo Building, 4701 National

Western Drive. This 1918 structure

within eyeshot of the National

Western Stock Show complex, houses

a warren of 15 varied studios. Among

the artists there is Brenda Stumpf,

who is readying a body of work for an

exhibition opening April 16 at Walker

Fine Art. (John Prieto, The Denver

Post. )
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Because the district is so spread out, it's not especially walkable. Some
of the buildings, such as Blue Silo, are not easy to find, and many have
irregular hours or are open only by appointment.

"We see it as a safari adventure," Weil said.

While appealing to some art fans, RiNo's relative isolation and rough
character have unquestionably kept others away or at least made them
hesitant about giving it a try.

The Art District on Santa Fe often draws several thousand people for its
opening receptions and extended viewing hours on the first Friday of
each month, but RiNo usually can count on 300 to 500 people for such
events.

To help people get to know the area, RiNo holds periodic studio tours
(the next is set for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 19), kind of giant open
houses, which have drawn as many as 1,000 visitors.

"We like to be who we are," Weil said. "And we like that we're spread
out and we like that the crowds aren't huge, because it just seems more approachable. It's not about the
free glass of wine. It's about the work."

Kyle MacMillan: 303-954-1675 or kmacmillan@denverpost.com

RiNo Essentials

What: The River North Art District contains a dozen art spaces, including Redline, Plinth Gallery and Plus
Gallery, as well as at least 100 artist and designer studios.

Where: Stretching across a broad swath northeast of downtown, its rough boundaries are Interstate 70,
Park Avenue South, Curtis Street and the Union Pacific railroad tracks north of the South Platte River.

When: Many RiNo locations remain open late on First Fridays, including this evening. Hours vary. In
addition, the district sponsors periodic studio tours, kind of giant houses that offer a good introduction to the
area. The next one is set for 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. June 19.

Admission: Virtually all RiNo locations and events are free and open to the public.

Information: For a complete listing of RiNo members as well as a detailed map, visit rivernorthart.com.
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Luxury Tents & Tree Houses (Concierge.com)

Timeless Home Accessories By Liz Arnold (Real Simple)

You might be interested in:
Explore an artsy approach to downtown living, beside RiNo gallery event happening today (The
Denver Post)

"Love Lines" a valentine to contemporary art (The Denver Post)

Best Bets (The Denver Post - Headlines)

Pedestrian hit by train, killed on CSU campus (The Denver Post - Breaking News)

http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=2941256
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298#
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298#
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=14795298&hostName=www.denverpost.com&section=/art&siteId=36&siteName=The%20Denver%20Post%22,600,400);
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=14795298&hostName=www.denverpost.com&section=/art&siteId=36&siteName=The%20Denver%20Post%22,600,400);
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298#top
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298#top
https://www.denverpostcustomercare.com/ZipCheck.asp?PageName=newstartstep1.asp&Pid=3&PageDisplay=P
http://www.denverpost.com/popular#popularhour
http://www.denverpost.com/popular#popularcolorado
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298#top
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/vote.php?title=Gritty%20RiNo%20a%20safari%20for%20art%20lovers
http://www.denverpost.com/recommended
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3970/3/0/%2a/u%3B216549586%3B0-0%3B0%3B47188137%3B2321-160/600%3B36031515/36049420/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://t.mookie1.com/t/v1/clk?migAgencyId=111&migSource=adsrv2&migTrackDataExt=2356384;47188137;216549586;36031515&migRandom=3486768&migTrackFmtExt=client;io;ad;crtv&migDest=http%3A%2F%2Forder.dominos.com%2Folo%2Ffaces%2Fservlet%2Finit_servlet%3Ftarget%3Dpromocode%26promocode%3DBANNQ7WN3%26utm_source%3DBanner%26utm_medium%3DDPZ_Mbanner%26utm_campaign%3DDPZ_Mbanner
mailto:kmacmillan@denverpost.com
http://rivernorthart.com/
javascript:void(0)
http://outloud.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=4c8987062a5e596cb0322c450de8117f&rdid=121021236&type=CAD_def&in-site=false&pc_id=25061&req_id=d3ec7b653a1812eab57adb3654e3d55f&fp=true&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0
http://outloud.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=774fd56962395c901fdec81a1292ff8b&rdid=121021236&type=CAD_def&in-site=false&pc_id=32337&req_id=d3ec7b653a1812eab57adb3654e3d55f&fp=true&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=11f46dbcc98356ff310c07feac1bc2ed&rdid=121021236&type=MLT_def&in-site=true&req_id=d3ec7b653a1812eab57adb3654e3d55f&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=0
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=ff99c0e8ad4c26de51f2f4d6be2a4b40&rdid=121021236&type=MLT_def&in-site=true&req_id=d3ec7b653a1812eab57adb3654e3d55f&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=1
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=6d49921b5c30870eeaef5315840ab5b7&rdid=121021236&type=MLT_def&in-site=false&req_id=d3ec7b653a1812eab57adb3654e3d55f&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=2
http://traffic.outbrain.com/network/redir?key=acea30b2d83eef32dc166c5d31194a75&rdid=121021236&type=WMV_def&in-site=false&req_id=d3ec7b653a1812eab57adb3654e3d55f&fp=false&am=get&agent=blog_JS_rec&version=6.0.0&idx=3


4/1/10 7:20 PMGritty RiNo a safari for art lovers - The Denver Post

Page 4 of 5http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298

retweet

1
tweet

SHARE
9

OR, 

Login | Sign Up | Email SupportARTICLE COMMENTS 

You must be registered to comment (your comment will be saved for you while you register).
It's quick (it takes about 30 seconds) and we only require your email and name. Comments that
include any offensive material are prohibited. By using our site you agree to our terms of use.

1. Use the "Report Abuse" link when necessary (you don't have to be a member, or be logged in to
use it)

2. Keep it clean and respect others — don't use language you wouldn't use with your parents
3. Read the Post's Article Commenting Ground Rules here (link will open in a new window)

MORE FINE ARTS HEADLINES

Gritty RiNo a safari for art lovers

Art Beat: Designs on April

Pa. collector's wishes for art defied in "Art of the Steal" documentary

Outsider, aboriginal art in Springs show

Denver biennial is in good hands

John Bonath's photos intrigue with technique

Smart night out at the museum

2 exhibits celebrate art of enigma

Big, brash works steamrolled into the art mix

From Denver gardens, Henry Moore's art bursts forth

"Love Lines" a valentine to contemporary art

Flobots, Nickelson among Mayor's Award honorees

Novick, Schimek kitsch it up at Kowalski Gallery

Art show openings, 2/19/10

With the new Justice Center, it's time to reflect on democracy

Eight things Christoph Heinrich can do for the Denver Art Museum

Clark Richert: a retrospective

Pruned of color, floral artworks still bloom large

A curating role reversal

Steve Martin owes Colorado's Dr. Banjo

100 years of Colorado art

Collin Parson's art puts squares in different light

Lawmaker working to patch hole in "1 percent for art" statute

Monumental sculptures planted at Denver Botanic Gardens

Video art dazzles at DU; gallery gives young artists a break

Front Page | Denver | Feeds | More Husted | Movies | Music | TV | RSS | VideoDENVER & THE WEST

Wind hits Pueblo building site, 2 hurt

ENTERTAINMENT

An "Unforgettable" one-man revue

JavaScript:%20popup();
http://tweetmeme.com/story/833846782/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.denverpost.com%2Fci_14795298%3Fsource%3Dsb-facebook&src=sp
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/posting.php?mode=reply&t=14795298
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/ucp.php?mode=register
mailto:newsroom@denverpost.com?subject=%5BDenverPost%5D%20Help&body=Describe%20the%20problem%20with%20as%20much%20detail%20as%20possible%20here
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/groundrules.php
http://www.denverpost.com/termsofuse
http://neighbors.denverpost.com/groundrules.php
http://www.denverpost.com/art
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14759306
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14696780
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14696773
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14658176
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14650494
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14507423
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14507455
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14507440
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14472765
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14464667
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14436100
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14421065
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14421057
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14385346
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14385343
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14376928
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14376936
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14363359
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14336587
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14336592
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14327936
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14289181
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14282979
http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14280990
http://www.denverpost.com/frontpage
http://www.denverpost.com/denver
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#news
http://www.denverpost.com/news
http://www.denverpost.com/husted
http://www.denverpost.com/movies
http://www.denverpost.com/music
http://www.denverpost.com/television
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#entertainment
http://denverpost.hollywoodpreviews.com/
http://www.denverpost.com/news
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_14803232
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_14795233


4/1/10 7:20 PMGritty RiNo a safari for art lovers - The Denver Post

Page 5 of 5http://www.denverpost.com/art/ci_14795298

Rockies | Avs | Nuggets | Preps | RSS | More

Penny Parker | Tech | RSS | More

Columnists | Letters | Cartoon | RSS

Arcade | Crossword | Sudoku

El Paso County mom to be charged in son's death

Search for lost otter continues

SPORTS

Lefty Francis looks right for Rockies in final spring start

Nuggets' Martin hopeful but cautious about return from
knee injury

Avs get Yip, Yelle back for key game

BUSINESS

Deadline looms to use federal foreclosure money

Colorado stocks back on the ascent

Ford sales up nearly 40 percent

Bar & Grilled: Patty Limerick

Vail widens focus, sites of film fest

OPINION

Editorial: Too late to cut Marsella's pay

Editorial: Deal offered by Pinnacol never quite added up

Ed Quillen: A cure that may cause the disease

WATERCOOLER

3-year-old boy drives away with mom's car

Man sues, claims he fell after stepping in feces

Ohio woman gives birth to twins a week apart

Facial Hair Removal
Find A Specialist Located In Your Area &
Remove Your
www.AmericanLaser.com

Personalized Hostess Gifts under
$30.00
Great selection of
www.thestationerystudio.com

Houston Shopping Centers
Find shopping centers, outlet stores &
malls in the
yellowpages.com

Ads by Yahoo!

All contents Copyright 2010 The Denver Post or other copyright holders. All rights reserved. 
This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed for any commercial purpose.

Advertise | Archives | Careers | Contact Us | Ethics Policy | E-mail Alerts | Mobile | Privacy Policy | Web Feeds | RSS | My Yahoo | Site Map | Home Delivery | Viva | Terms of Use

Our other sites: Boulder Daily Camera | Boulder's Colorado Daily | Broomfield Enterprise | Sterling Colorado Journal-Advocate
Estes Park Trail-Gazette | The Lamar Ledger | The Fort Morgan Times | Brush (Colorado) News-Tribune

Privacy Policy  |  MNG Corporate Site Map  |  Copyright

http://www.denverpost.com/rockies
http://www.denverpost.com/avs
http://www.denverpost.com/nuggets
http://www.denverpost.com/preps
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#sports
http://www.denverpost.com/sports
http://www.denverpost.com/pennyparker
http://www.denverpost.com/technology
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#business
http://www.denverpost.com/businessheadlines
http://www.denverpost.com/opinioncolumnists
http://blogs.denverpost.com/eletters
http://www.denverpost.com/keefe
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds#opinion
http://www.denverpost.com/arcade
http://www.denverpost.com/arcade/ci_3539672
http://www.denverpost.com/sudoku
http://info.yahoo.com/services/us/yahoo/ads/details.html
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_14802789
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_14802418
http://www.denverpost.com/sports
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_14803410
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_14801147
http://www.denverpost.com/sports/ci_14801184
http://www.denverpost.com/business
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_14800818
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_14796981
http://www.denverpost.com/business/ci_14800498
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_14795189
http://www.denverpost.com/entertainment/ci_14800101
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_14795522
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_14795521
http://www.denverpost.com/opinion/ci_14795525
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler/ci_14803776
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler/ci_14801758
http://www.denverpost.com/watercooler/ci_14801546
http://www.denvernewspaperagency.com/adcenter/
http://www.denverpost.com/archives
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_14416921
http://www.denverpost.com/contactus
http://www.denverpost.com/ethics
https://secure.www.denverpost.com/registration?rPage=register
http://m.denverpost.com/
http://www.denverpost.com/privacypolicy
http://www.denverpost.com/webfeeds
http://feeds.denverpost.com/dp-news-breaking-local
http://us.rd.yahoo.com/my/atm/DenverPost/News%20Breaking/*http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http%3A//http://feeds.denverpost.com/dp-news-breaking-local
http://www.denverpost.com/sitemap
http://denverpostcustomercare.com/ZipCheck.asp?PageName=newstartstep1.asp&Pid=3&PageDisplay=P
http://www.denverpost.com/viva
http://www.denverpost.com/termsofuse
http://www.dailycamera.com/
http://www.coloradodaily.com/
http://www.broomfieldenterprise.com/
http://www.journal-advocate.com/
http://www.eptrail.com/
http://www.lamarledger.com/
http://www.fortmorgantimes.com/
http://www.brushnewstribune.com/
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/privacypolicy/privacypolicy.jsp?siteId=36
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/sitemap/mng_sitemap.jsp
http://www.denverpost.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=36
http://www.medianewsgroup.com/

